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Project Review Committee
Port Metro Vancouver
999 Canada Pl.
Vancouver, BC V6C 3T4
Sent via email
Re: Environmental Impact Assessment of Fraser Surrey Docks Coal Handling Facility
Dear Committee Members,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) completed by SNC Lavalin for the Fraser Surrey Docks (FSD) direct coal transfer
proposal. On behalf of Dogwood Initiative and our more than 100,000 supporters
across B.C. and Canada I urge you to reject this flawed assessment and start over.
Of the thousands of comments you have received during this period, more than 1,900
have come from Dogwood supporters who are gravely concerned about proposals to
expand coal exports. To date, over 15,000 people have signed our Beyond Coal petition.
Twelve thousand others have signed similar petitions through other local groups.
As you know, this grassroots groundswell is part of a much larger public outcry over the
potential impacts of the Fraser Surrey Docks-Texada Island coal transshipment proposal.
The Sechelt First Nation and twelve municipal and regional governments have either
opposed the project, expressed concerns and/or called on the port to conduct public
hearings and a comprehensive Health Impact Assessment.
Many of these actions came forward to support the call of Fraser and Vancouver Coastal
Health’s Chief Medical Officers for an independent and comprehensive HIA that would
address local and regional concerns and adhere to international standards. Drs. Paul
VanBuynder and Patricia Daly have issued detailed an unequivocal critiques of the EIA’s
failure to meet “even the most basic requirements of a health impact assessment.” In the
past few weeks a growing number of physicians and health experts have echoed this
message, critiquing assumptions, data, and modeling used to reach health-based
conclusions in the EIA.
We stand with these experts and health officers in calling on you to start over, work
collaboratively with the health authorities and others in a public scoping process
and produce a credible and comprehensive assessment of this project’s potential
impacts.
The area of health assessment is the most egregious way in which the EIA fails, but it is
not he only way. Environmental experts have also found fault with inadequacies in the

	
  
	
  
assessment of impacts on water quality, the Fraser Estuary, and fisheries. In fact, the EIA
ignores potentially grave socio-economic, cultural, ecological and health impacts to the
marine environment from barge travel to Texada Island and vessel travel from Texada to
international waters.
Indeed, many of the failures of the EIA stem from its irresponsibly limited scope. Fraser
Surrey Docks may be the project applicant, but the project entails transport of coal from
the Powder River Basin by rail, transfer to barges on the Fraser River, barge transport
down river and up the Strait of Georgia to Texada Island, transfer again to ocean-going
vessels, and transport through the Salish Sea. The EIA assesses very little outside the
limited “fenceline” of the proposed FSD facility, leaving communities from White Rock
and Surrey to the Sunshine Coast, Texada and Lasqueti Islands, among others, to wonder
what the effects to their health and local ecosystems might be.
In order to uphold the port’s responsibility as the regulator working in the public interest
you must ensure that your decision-making process fully and transparently considers the
public and agency comments you have received in response to the EIA. In fact, because
the vast majority of these comments reject the EIA and oppose expanding U.S. coal
shipments, we expect you either to start over and commission an assessment that the
public can trust, or to deny FSD’s permit application.
As you take the time required to appropriately consider public comments, please do not
hesitate to contact me should you have further questions or wish to engage in further
discussion of this matter.
Sincerely,
Laura Benson
Beyond Coal Campaign Director
Dogwood Initiative
315-525 Seymour St.
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 3H6
laura@dogwoodinitiative.org
CC:

Premier Christy Clark
B.C. Minister of the Environment Mary Polak
B.C. Minister of Health Terry Lake
B.C. Minister of Energy and Mines Bill Bennett
Minister of Transport Lisa Raitt
Minister of the Environment Leona Aglukkaq
Minister of Health Rona Ambrose

